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S This communication is responsive to 2/28/2003 . 
S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

S The drawings filed on 10 August 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
□ Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 1 -20 are 
allowed. 

Prior art of record and cited arts taken alone or in combination fail to disclose a specific 
arrangement air passages of a rotary electric machine, comprising: a slip ring disposed on a shaft 
of a rotor; a brush that contacts the slip ring; and a brush assembly that supports the brush and 
provides a sHp ring cavity that encloses the slip ring, wherein the brush assembly defines a first 
passage communicating with an inside and an outside of the slip ring cavity for discharging air 
from the slip ring cavity, the first passage having a first opening that opens in an axial dirccfion 
of the shaft, and wherein the brush assembly defines a second passage communicafing with the 
inside and the outside of the slip ring cavhy for discharging air from the slip ring cavity, the 
second passage having a second opening that opens in a radial direction of the shaft and is 
located on a different location from the first opening. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled '^Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communicafion or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh Lam whose telephone number is (703) 308-7626. The 
examiner can normally be reached on m-f 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308-1 371 . The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned arc (703) 305-3432 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3432 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0656. 
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